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think- with him, he leads them 
back to days of dark superstition, 
deep ignorance, and horrid cruelty : 
magnifying 'the ills committed by 
the adherents to the Church: of Homo, 
without once adverting to the cause 
which produced the effect ! He also 
wishes to sow the seeds of discord, 
and to bring before the rising genera- 
tion such a horrid picture of defor- 
mity, as is' truly disgusting, and 
should he buried in eternal obli- 
vion. Ho seems to dwell much 
on the religious tenets of the Catho- 
lics, forgetting that their claims are 
principally political. The enemies 
to liberty of conscience are tow suc- 
cessful in dividing us, that they may 
have some pretext to hold their 
places. I entreat you no. longer to 
keep at a distance from your, Catho- 
lic brethren ; banish prejudice ; live 
in love ; cultivate the social prin- 
ciple, and, like our great master, 
endeavour to " promote peace on 
earth, and good-will towards 1 man- 
kind." Farewell, 

M'M. 
Ballj/tucna, 30lh Nov. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON THE DECREASE OF INHUMAN ai'UIITS, 

IT has beet) usual in times past, to 
represent the passing age as a pe- 
riod an 1 which 'almost every vice was 
.rapidly increasing ; the time in 
which wickedness might be fairly 
supposed to have arrived at maturity, 
or in a more fashionable phrase, its 
ne plus ultra. 

Li drawing this gloomy and over- 
charged picture, the .ancients and 
modern bavealmostuniversally coin- 
cided, both lamenting the gradual 
depravity ,of human nature ; such 
nowiings caused an eminent author 
Jf the last century justly to observe, 
that if the increase of vice had been 



equal to those representations, man- 
kind, long ere our time, would have 
been degenerated into brutes. 

The justness of the above remark 
will be. best appreciated by taking 
a retrospective, view of the actions of 
mankind, as; the best criterion of the 
progress of vice ; by which I am 
confident jve will Hud that our mo- 
rals are better than formerly ; and 
that many of our most conspicuous 
vices, which were the acknowledged 
sources of numerous others, are on 
the decline, some having almost .dis- 
appeared, in this country, even with- 
in our memories. 

In order to demonstrate the truth 
of the above assertions, it is perhaps 
necessary to specify the vices which 
are.decliiiing. I shall therefore be- 
gin, by noticing the- quarrels that 
formerly disgraced our country fair?. 
These have evidently declined much 
within the last forty years.; so much, 
so, that if we except an odd bicker- 
ing between political parties, which 
are also happily, decreasing, such 
occurrences are rare.. Within the 
period just noticed, it was common 
to see the people of different villages 
ortownlands pitted against each o- 
ther, beating one another with cud- 
gels and quart.erstalfs. In these san- 
guinary contests lives were often lost, 
not to mention numbers who w-ere 
made invalids for life. 

The sayage custom of bull-beating 
may be said to have disappeared, 
though once pretty common; and I 
believe the humane reader will hear 
with astonish irient, ,that a gentleman 
who. was lately elected a burgoss to 
represent, in Parliament, a borough 
in the County of Antrim, renewed 
that barbarous practice, by giving 
an animal to be baited ; which ani- 
mal was hunted through the fields 
and streets^-r-What an excellent 
legislator this humane gentleman must 
make ! 

That, if possible, more cruel cus- 
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torn of throwing at cocks on Shrove- 
Tuesday, has been laid aside, in 
most places ; and the Rnyal sport of 
cocfc-fighting is decreasing rapidly. 
We now rarely see any official notices 
of these sport s,aswasformerly the case, 
when the public were kindly inform- 
ed by the news-papers, where mains, 
alias, pitched battles of cocks, were 
to take place, with the names of the 
scientific gentlemen who were feed- 
ers and banders. Jndeed this Royal 
sport is losing fast its respectability, 
as will appear by the following fact. 
Some time ago an advertisement ap 
peared in the Belfast newspapers, 
of a main of cocks to be fought 
between the gentlemen of neigh- 
bouring towns; soon after the persons 
who lived in one of the towns, who 
conceived themselves to be what is 
commonly called gentlemen, inform- 
ed the public, by the same channel, 
that no person there in the character 
of a gentleman, had any hand in 
such a business. From this public 
declaration we may infer that no 



person in genteel life was engaged 
in this affair ; or at least that it was 
so unpopular, that they we re asham- 
ed to avow it, ai.d " where there 
is shame, there is virtue " 

From such glaring and public 
vices being laid aside, which might 
be truly said to tap the happiness 
of many families, we, 1 think, with 
justice mav suppose, that we are not 
getting worse, and :our assize ca- 
lendars of late years teptl to es- 
tablish the same point. Religious 
feuds are also, happily, nearly 
extinguished. Where, then, are the 
grounds for supposing that immora- 
lity is increasing ? But if any reason 
can be assigned for having formed 
such an opinion, perhaps it is, f bat 
we are usually considering our ;-re* 
sent state as miserable, compared 
with that passed ; which, probably* 
when passing, we contemplated as a 
season of at least equal misery, e- 
qual vice, and equal human depra- 
vity. 

ALEXIS. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE BEV. 
THOMAS FYSCHE PALMER - * 

" When tyranny bestrides the groaning 

land, 

Dear is the traitor's name...... 

Traitors to despots are the friends of man ; 

And he alone is loyal, who adheres 

True to his Heaven-seal'd charter, equal 

rights " 

THOMAS FYSCHE PALMER 
was descended from an an- 
cient and respectable family in Bed- 



• The Biographical sketch of the Life 
of T. V. Palmer has been mostly compi'ed 
from various articles in the Monthly Re- 
view, and Monthly Magazine : we delay- 



fordshire. After receiving the usual 
elementary instruction, under the 



ed giving it to the public, in the expecta- 
tion of procuring a more" full account; but 
on application being made to the booksel- 
lers in London and Edinburgh, a copy of 
the " Narrative of tne sufferings of T. F. 
Palmer, and William Skirving, during a 
voyage to New South- Wales, in the year 
1794, on board the Surprize transport; 
by the Rev. T. F. Palmer ;" and of" Slavery 
and famine, punishments for sedition ; or 
an Account of New South Wales, and the 
miserable state of the convicts ; by George 
Thompson, &c. ; with a sketch of the cha- 
racter of T. F. Palmer, B D. ; by George 
Dyer," could not be procured, as they 
were out of print. Should the Belfast 
Magazine be continued longer than the 



